Minutes of Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council Meeting

Tuesday 27th September 2022
7.00pm
Online Zoom Meeting


CC Members Present: - Shona Presly, Jan Chalmers, John Pirie, Yvonne Oliver, Willie Sinclair, Alistair Massey, James Milton and Jenny McEwens 
Apologies: - Gordon Duncan and Richard Elliot
Members of Public: - Murray Tenant, Gary Oliver and Andrew McCartney 
Councillors: Cllr Hassan, Cllr Johnston, Cllr Nicol and Cllr Ritchie


Minutes of August 2022  
Gary Oliver has requested a change to the information about Meldrum Men.  He has asked it states it is a group for Friendship and Wellbeing and they provide food, fun and banter.

All members happy to proceed with proposing and seconding the minutes at this meeting and Jan will amend this information.

Proposed: Willie Sinclair
Seconded: John Pirie

Co-option of New Member
Murray Tenant provided information about his reasons for wishing to join this Community Council.  He was proposed by Jan Chalmers and seconded by Willie Sinclair.

Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were declared.


Matters Arising
Willie advised there are still a large number of potholes in Daviot that require attention.  They were originally reported back in 2018.  Cllr Ritchie confirmed he would take a look at these and request they are dealt with.							ACTION CLLR RITCHIE

Murray said he couldn’t find where to report the weeds at Edinmore and Stable Close on Daviot Estate.  Jan said she would do this on the website.
								ACTION JAN

Richard sent an email confirming that the ebike project will undertake new bike hoops as part of our next phase of bike storage options.
As they move to automate their bike hires they intend to install bike lockers at a location near to the town square and will incorporate the hoops in the square as part of that work.


Statement of Outstanding Business

Shona advised she had a response from Aberdeenshire Council regarding the traffic survey for the square.   They have advised we are still on the list for this however there is no date as yet due to there already being a crossing in the square.
Jan pointed out that does only take pedestrians to the keystore side of the square and it is not easy to cross to the chemist due to the width of the road and the volume of cars coming through the square.  Jan stated this is not good enough as people must be able to cross safely to collect items from the chemist.  Jan said she felt the access to that health care provision is not sufficient at present.  Other members present agreed with this and some commented will there have to be an accident before something is done here.  Cllr Nicol said sat nav takes vehicles through the square and not over the relief road so suggested this could be looked into the reduce the amount of traffic.  Shona to collate all information and send this back to the council copying in all cllrs.			ACTION SHONA

Police Report
There were no questions on the police report this month.


Members of the public
None 

Reports from Elected Members

Cllr Nicol confirmed Meldrum Library (in its new home at the HQ on Meldrum Meg Way) will be open 
Tuesday 2pm – 7pm 
Wednesday 9am – 2pm 
Thursday 12pm – 5pm from 1st November.

Cllr Hassan informed us about the new shared space pilot project and also advised us Andrew McIntyre has left Aberdeenshire Council and has been replaced by Ailsa Cunningham and Graham Steel has retired and been replaced by Ken Fraser.

Cllr Ritchie confirmed the pot holes has now been sorted in Back Wynd.  He also confirmed he met with Kerry Dunn, the practice manager at Oldmeldrum Fyvie Medical Practice, and the line of communication is now very much open there.  He confirmed there are 2 new trainee GP’s arriving at the practice soon.

MAIG
Our volunteer watering teams have now ceased watering duties and hanging baskets will be removed on 5th October and barrier containers and ground displays will be removed shortly thereafter.
We are grateful to the business community and members of the public who have given financial support for the floral displays and to the friends of MAIG who give annual support through our monthly draw fund.
The floral team has taken delivery recently of Primula plugs which will be grown on and planted out for winter and spring displays later in the year.
MAIG members attended the Foundation Scotland event on 7th September at the Garioch Heritage center. The event was given to those organizations in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire that had received grant funding from the “Vattenfall Unlock your Future” since the inception of the grant funding in 2019.
On request from Foundation Scotland MAIG had their Utility Electric vehicle at the event which attracted considerable interest from the delegates. 

MAIG committee members are grateful to the Formartine Area Committee for giving favorable consideration to our application for funding to replace the polythene cover to one of our Polytunnels which has been badly damaged by Oyster Catchers landing and pecking through the fabric. Steps have been taken to prevent damage to the new covering by constructing a net covering along the length of the tunnel.
The amount awarded was £961.75 This award will assist MAIG  to continue to provide the town with its annual floral displays.

The Cycling Without Age Trishaw has been out and about throughout the summer months and will be providing a service for the elderly and those with restricted mobility who wish to visit the forthcoming Market Day event.
MAIG will also take a stand at the Market Day event.

A hospitality event will be hosted by the MAIG committee on 8th of October to thank the volunteers who have supported and given their time in helping out over the past year.

Yvonne asked if the large planters on Albert Road could be moved back slightly as she struggles to see past them when exiting Kirk Brae.  Andrew advised they would be being removed shortly as work is being carried out on the pavements there and he would put Yvonne’s comment forward to MAIG for next year’s display.

Daviot Community Trust
www.daviotcommunitytrust.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/155911276525675/posts/217652583684877
Work Parties
September has been busy “chipping” tree debris from the Arwen etc. storms and a large accumulation of general tree trimmings etc. which had accumulated on a terraced area over a number of years. This was completed over five days, resulting in tons of chippings which have been made available to anyone for a donation while much of it is being utilised for a new project of informal paths through the Sitka Spruce woodland area. This has also released a good area of land which will be considered for a project to benefit the local environment.
The plan is to add “points of interest” along those path trails to encourage young people, especially children to get outdoors and explore the wildlife and habit.
As usual, weekly work parties will stop from October due to the likely onset of inclement weather with only essential maintenance being undertaken as necessary.

Other Activities
The Chris Smith Memorial Runs took place in glorious sunshine on Saturday, 27th. August with 68 runners taking part. The Trust had many volunteers on the day including Jan Chalmers from the CC who ably assisted with selling raffles at the event.  Further raffles were sold in the Smiddy Bar in the early evening where an enjoyable evening was had by everyone there.  As a result of the event almost £500 (net of expenses) was raised for the charity.
Willie commented there was some good communication and connections made with the people of Daviot through Jan attending on behalf of the Community Council.

Meldrum Paths Group
SCIO
We are pleased to advise we were successful with our SCIO application (charity status) to OSCR which was confirmed on 2 September.

Route Publicity
Sub group met last week to move this project forward which had a positive outcome.
Separate hardcopy leaflets with routes will be created for walking and cycling with the idea of an information board being made available with the leaflets in the town centre.
A digital format will at the same time be created which will give the facility to be more creative with multi routes, links, information, updates, etc.     

Community E-bike /Bike Scheme
Bikes continue to be used.
The container for our base/store which is kindly being donated by John Fisher Offshore is currently in their workshop getting refurbished and painted.   Decals are being worked on.
Our 5th e-bike is on route to our supplier and all going well will be with us soon.  It is an e-bike with a small frame which will expand the options in our bike fleet.

MMW   (Oldmeldrum/Daviot/Inverurie Active travel route)       
Discussions continue.

Community Path Links       
Daviot/Oldmeldrum/ Inverurie – see comment in MMW.
Oldmeldrum/Pitmedden/Undy/Tarves -    Due to unforeseen circumstances the September meeting with Landowners have had to be rearranged.
  
Active travel route to Denwood from Oldmeldrum 
Awaiting confirmation of meeting date – pending.    We are hopeful this will take place in the 4th Qtr.

Shona asked where the group were planning to place their information board with the walking information.  Gary replied they had not looked into this yet.



Oldmeldrum Green Growing Space
Lease
Our lease from Aberdeenshire Council for the ground at Meadows Vale is currently getting signed off this week i.e. w/c 26 September.  The lease is key to us moving forward and a requirement for most fund grant applications.

Fund Raising
We have an application for a funding grant which closed 2nd week of September, the outcome will be known mid-October.   Our application is for ground works including access road, perimeter fencing around the allotment area, and some allotment sheds. 

Further funding applications are being worked on.

Ground works
Should we be successful with our funding application then ground work is planned to start 1st week November (weather and ground conditions allowing).

Jan asked how long their lease with the Council is for.  Gary replied it is currently for 20 years.

DAIG
Ordering new notice board for the Estate, to be sited next to defibrillator on Edinmore drive
Match funding from Formartine Area Committee budget had been submitted for new play equipment in the play park, we have been awarded £5000 for more play equipment in the park
Calendar is out for 2023 calendar, we are taking orders now, pre order sales are over 40 already. The money raised from the calendar sales will only be spent on snow clearing in village and estate


Treasurers Report

Willie emailed the members with the report prior to the meeting.  The balance in the account as at 27th September is £21,046.34.



Secretarial Report
Jan confirmed to all the first Meldrum Market day was a great success and Meldrum 2030 will be meeting again soon to work on a plan to bring the market to Meldrum seasonally in 2023.

Jan advised she had received an email from Jim Bowe stating he is progressing well with the plans for the transport hub however he is not in a position to talk to us further about the plans as yet.  He will let Jan know as soon as he is able to do that and we will invite him to a meeting to discuss things with us.


Planning Report
John gave a report on the planning applications for September 2022.  
John advised us he has had a response from Wimpey regarding OP6.  They have confirmed it is owned by them and is part of their open space requirement.  They also confirmed they were not consulted during the LDP process about this piece of land however all commented that the council are not obliged to consult them.  
John also advised the LDP was discussed and agreed for adoption at the latest Formartine Area Committee meeting.


AOCB
Gary advised Oldmeldrum Sports Committee will be doing the Fireworks on 5th November but there will be no bonfire.

Willie brought up the subject of the current gas/oil and electric prices.  A discussion took place and Cllr Ritchie suggested he get some information from David Duguid to feed back to this community council.									ACTION CLLR RITCHIE

Jenny wished to clarify the points she had to take to the bus forum were correct. The points were agreed by all members present and are as follows:
1. Buses meeting in the square and sitting there at 6am
2. Potential for day buses to go to Rosemount instead of Denburn to allow passengers the opportunity to get off at Union Street
3. Potential for some paper timetables in the post office
4. Potential for the Inverurie bus to run more often
5. Potential for a weekly rover ticket with scotrail.



Date and time of next meeting
25th October 2022 at 7pm
