Minutes of Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council Meeting

Tuesday 28th March 2023
7.00pm - Lower Hall, Oldmeldrum Town Hall, Oldmeldrum
DRAFT

CC Members Present: - Shona Presly, Jan Chalmers, John Pirie, Gordon Duncan, Murray Tennant, Alistair Massay, Ken Gordon and Yvonne Oliver
Apologies: - James Milton, Willie Sinclair, Richard Elliott and Colin Wallace
Members of Public: - Gary Oliver, Andrew McCartney, Mary Thackwray, Kaye Cowie, Jack Bell, Fraser Milne, Janelle Milne, Mark Gauld, Mark Hadfield, Lesley Tierney and Jim Bruce
Councillors: - Cllr Ritchie, Cllr Johnston, Cllr Nicol and Cllr Hassan
Police: - Alison Davies


PC Alison Davies, Police Scotland
Pc Davies attended our meeting to listen to any concerns from the community.  We had compiled a list from information gathered from members, members of the public, previous minutes and Facebook posts.
Jan went through the list and Pc Davies took note of all and offered advice.

1.Public toilet trashing by youths 
2.Drug dealing in car parks and coutens outbuildings 
3.Spray painting over village - town hall, number plates and signs 
4.Speeding in specific areas in both Meldrum and Daviot 
5.Anti social behaviour at Co op by academy pupils 
6.Anti social behaviour in Meldrum - windows smashed in westbank park, snowballs being thrown at people, cars and school buses. 
7. Stealing of personal items within Meldrum Academy 
8.Phone box vandalism 

Pc Davies confirmed if CCTV requires to be looked at the first point of call is the police.  She also encouraged us to send any particular places speeding is an issue to Inspector Young and to send any dug info direct to Inspector Young.		
Jan will compile the lists and forward on.			ACTION JAN


Lesley Tierney and Mark Hadfield, McWilliam Lippe Architects, Proposed Crematorium at Mains of Glack, Daviot

Lesley began by advising us this proposed development is actually in Bennachie Community Council’s area however as Daviot is so very close they are going to be speaking to both CC’s.  Lesley also confirmed the open day will still be going ahead on 15th May in Daviot Village Hall and the POAN has been submitted to Aberdeenshire Council.
Lesley advised us in their view this site is an appropriate site for a crematorium and adheres to all conditions as stated in the Burial and Crematorium Act 2016.  This new act replaced the original act of 1902.

Lesley confirmed this will be a unique building with a calm environment and view of Bennachie.  She advised it will be easily accessible with good connectivity as it is just ¼ mile from the proposed A96 and well connected with the strategic network.  There will be a 2 way access to the care park so arrivals and departures are not meeting each other.  A roads engineer has looked at the project and confirmed a new priority junction will be required with 2.4m x 2.15m visibility splays.
The landscaping will be secluded with a green roof creating biodiversity.  There will also be a wall of remembrance.

Ken asked for confirmation of where the site actually is.  Lesley replied the entrance will be just beyond Stewart Trailers.  

Murray said the Act states that sites require to be accessible and there are not enough buses passing now the services have been cut.  Lesley advised they are happy to look at ways of getting people there and it is about getting the balance right.  

Kaye Cowie asked how many seats there will be.  Lesley confirmed there will be 110 seats.

Yvonne asked if it is all fixed seating or if there will be a shorter row for a wheelchair.  Lesley confirmed a shorter row can be put into the plan and agreed to take a note of this.

Murray asked about the suitability of the road as it is a very busy and fast road.  Lesley said this was all being looked at just now and would take these comments on board.

Ken asked how the colour of cladding was selected.  Mark Hadfield confirmed it is rustic and symbolic.

Ken queried what will happen to the smoke.  Mark Hadfield confirmed there will be specialist equipment which must comply with regulations.

Gary Oliver commented he thought the view to Bennachie is a good idea.  

Fraser Milne confirmed it would be limited to 2-4 funerals per day so it is not rushed.

Jan stated her view is this proposed development will provide a service for our community which we are currently lacking.  Many people in central Aberdeenshire need to travel an hour or more for a crematorium. She also commented many local businesses will be able to offer funeral teas and it will therefore boost our economy.

Lesley agreed to note the road concerns and discuss further with Aberdeenshire Council. 

Minutes of January 2023  

Proposed: Shona Presly
Seconded: Gordon Duncan

Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were declared.

Matters Arising

Richard will have some more info for us on the CCTV status at our next meeting.							ACTION RICHARD


Cllr Johnston will ask if there is a report from the ward meeting being sent out to this cc regarding Chapelpark.
ACTION CLLR JOHNSTON

Jan asked for support from this cc to write to the landowner at Chapelpark and ask what community benefit he is looking to offer on the land that has been allocated in the LDP for community now the hub is not going ahead there.  The majority of members present agreed.  Jan will draft letter.								ACTION JAN


Statement of Outstanding Business
There was nothing to report this month.


Members of the public

Kaye Cowie advised us the SORN car is still parked in Baker Street car park taking up a valuable space.  Cllr Ritchie said he would speak to Lorna Hogg and the police again and see what can be done.								ACTION CLLR RITCHIE

Andrew McCartney asked if there are any plans available to view which show the planned extension to Meldrum Academy.  The cllrs present advised this isn’t for public viewing yet.		

Jack brought up the subject of the burn next to the distillery.  He queried the overflow from the suds from both Wimpey and Claymore entering this burn as it is overflowing.  A brief discussion was held around the culvert at that site and Cllr Hassan agreed to ask for some clarification on matters from Aberdeenshire Council.				
ACTION CLLR HASSAN 


Reports from Elected Members

Cllr Ritchie confirmed he is still working on actions regarding speeding and paths.  Murray asked what is happening with the speed watch and Cllr Ritchie confirmed it is still being worked on and we should have information on it soon.


MAIG
The MAIG Committee would wish to thank the CC for the £100 contribution towards the replacement Polythene cover for the one damaged by storm Otto. The new cover has arrived and we await a suitable weather window to install the new cover.
Meantime the first of the plug plants have arrived and have been potted out to grow on before being planted into the baskets later.
We are endeavoring to have some displays available for the public coronation event.
The Urquhart Road border has had a targeted blitz clear-out in preparation for the spring and summer displays.
Our application to NESCAN Seed Hub for grant funding for the purchase of gardening tools has been successful and we await tenders from local suppliers.
As reported in our last report to the CC, with the cutbacks announced by Aberdeenshire Council, MAIG committee has taken the decision to grow some of our displays from seed in order to try and continue our normal displays throughout the town. The implications will mean the purchase of a propagator and extra volunteer help. This will not become effective until next year.
The Group has entered the town for this year’s Keep Scotland Beautiful and “It’s Your Neighbourhood” To that end, we hope that Aberdeenshire Council will complement our efforts to beautify the town and endeavor to give the town a regular street cleansing programme in conjunction with town orderly.
This is a reminder that MAIG will be managing the Community Spring Clean Litter Pick on Saturday 15th starting from the Meadows Veterinary Centre at 9.30. am all help will be most welcome.


Meldrum Paths Group

Community E-bike /Bike Scheme
A 6th e-bike was purchased in March to extend our fleet.
The offer to 3 weeks hire for the price of 4 has been extended into April.
Small Path Improvements - Forsyth Drive to Meldrum Academy playing Fields
Discussions has started with Taylor Wimpy seeking permission for this path improvement project.
Mid Formartine Area Councillors
We met with Mid Formartine Councillors on 28 March to discuss the group’s past, current and future planned activity.
Route Publicity
Work is ongoing to progress the project.
MMW (Oldmeldrum/Daviot/Inverurie Active travel route)
Discussions continue.
Community Path Links
Daviot/Oldmeldrum/ Inverurie – see comment in MMW.
Oldmeldrum/Pitmedden/Udny/Tarves - Awaiting feedback from Landowners.
Active travel route to Denwood from Oldmeldrum
Awaiting confirmation of meeting date.


Oldmeldrum Green Growing Space

Groundworks and Site Development
Progress has been made with the groundworks. The top soil has been removed and sub base back-filled in the roadway and carpark area.
The recent wet weather along with other business commitments by the month end for the contractor has created delays of around 3weeks.
The contractor will be back onsite 1st week April to complete the work i.e. create a hard standing for a container, lay ducting, put top surface on the road, and cultivate the soil.
Woodland Area
Some maintenance was carried out on 25 March i.e., logging 2 small trees which has blown over in Storm Otto , and wood chipping branch debris etc.
Fencing
The allotment area exterior fencing is planned to happen in April, as is the fencing for the individual allotments.
The site perimeter fence is planned to be done in June/July which will hopefully stop fly tipping on the bank area.
Grass bank and grass area by woodlands
Strimming and clear up work will be done in April, this will include removing various items of rubbish dumped there over the years.

Daviot Community Trust
Work Parties
Will be resuming in next couple of weeks. In the meantime, storm Otto badly damaged two very large trees which for safety reasons had to be felled by a tree surgeon at a cost of £720.
Committee Meeting
The Committee Meeting on 1st. March confirmed that the plan is to develop the upper terrace which is above the Maintenance Facility shed. Some drawings have been produced for consideration, including a wild flower area, a small number of allotment plots for villagers. Also, if there is an interest, perhaps an area for use by young people e.g. cycle ramps etc. This will be dependant on obtaining some grant aid.
The date for the AGM has been set for 19th. April and hopefully some “new faces” will come along as assistance from younger people in the community is urgently needed to assist with ongoing maintenance and other duties as a number of the current team who have been involved since before 2010 are getting less able.

Treasurers Report
Willie emailed the members with the report prior to the meeting.  The balance in the account as at 28th March 2023 is £20,218.15.  


Secretarial Report

Jan gave an update on the following items:
1. Meldrum Market Day will take place on 29th March from 9.30am – 12pm
2. Digital Engagement wish to get as many people looking into what grants they can receive for broadband etc.  It was suggested we invite them along to the next market day to inform people of what they do.
3. Potholes around the town have been reported on report it once again.

Planning Report
John gave a report on the planning applications for March 2023.
Ken asked who decided to set the 40mph on the entrance to Daviot.  The cllrs advised this was the road department.

Ken and Murray to ask the residents views on the matter.  
ACTION KEN/MURRAY

AOCB

Ken will ask residents if they prefer Lower Woodlands or Elsphinstone Crescent for the new builds				ACTION KEN

Murray will start work on organising the fundraisers in Meldrum and Daviot and will report back to us.			ACTION MURRAY


Date and time of next meeting
25th April 2023 at 7pm
