Meldrum Paths Group              Update Report for MDBCC Monthly Meeting   23 May 2023
MMW  and Community Path links

Please find below a statement which we have received from Aberdeenshire Council with regard to progressing safe active travel routes between towns in our area. 

“Aberdeenshire Council are committed to delivering active travel routes between key settlements supporting regional (Nestrans) and national aspirations to help increase the number of trips made by active or sustainable methods. In doing so it is hoped that the Council will be able to fulfil its role in tackling issues associated with Co2 emissions, sedentary lifestyles and localised traffic congestion. 
 
The Council is currently developing options to link the settlements of Ellon, Newburgh and Foveran with a long term goal to complete a link to Aberdeen along the A92 corridor. Similarly, design work is being progressed along the A92 south of Aberdeen to link Stonehaven, Portlethen and Newtonhill. 
 
Inverurie is a significant local service centre and as such the Council has already delivered a well used active travel link between Kintore, with plans to extend this onto Blackburn and eventually Aberdeen. Work is also currently underway to develop links to Kemnay which will allow local residents the freedom to make sustainable travel choices when accessing local services or onward travel options from Inverurie or Kintore.
 
Oldmeldrum was traditionally linked to Inverurie via a former railway line and a significant amount of work has already been undertaken by local interest groups in partnership with the Council to develop feasible options to bring the line back into use. With the closure of the railway and the transfer of the railway line asset back to local landowners, access to the line is now in private ownership and while local community groups have been working hard to engage with landowners to agree access, the Council is now in a position to consider all options available that would aim to bring the route back into public ownership. With national commitments to active travel, the Scottish Government is making greater budget allowance for local authorities to develop routes such as this and Aberdeenshire Council is now taking legal advice on the best approach to drive the project forward for both local and national interests.”

Community E-bike /Bike Scheme
The Community Ebike Project by Meldrum Paths Group continues to make progress.
We have been successful in attracting support from the council to further improve our storage, bike parking and maintenance facilities  in the town. This will include the installation of 4 bike lockers and a maintenance station in the council owned car park on Commercial Road. We will also install a further 2 lockers alongside our main storage facility on Colpy Way. These new lockers will greatly improve the flexibility of our Community Hire Scheme by making short term hires possible. Currently we are only able to hire for 7 day blocks due to the need for volunteers to be present at each rental and return. The lockers will enable us to offer much more flexible terms to repeat customers and should greatly improve our utilisation while not creating a significant extra burden for our volunteers. 
We will also be providing hoops to secure bikes in the town square making it more likely that cyclists will be prepared to park their bikes when visiting local shops and cafes. Finally, the existing, underused storage shelter in the Baker Street car park may be removed and more parking spaces provided.

Small Paths Improvements    -   Forsyth Drive to Meldrum Academy playing Fields 
Taylor Wimpy have agreed in principle to give permission to upgrade this path, we are awaiting the formal licence. 
Aberdeenshire Council have agreed to meet the design and project costs.

Route Publicity  
Work is ongoing to progress the project.

MMW   (Oldmeldrum/Daviot/Inverurie Active travel route)       
See above

Community Path Links       
Daviot/Oldmeldrum/ Inverurie – see comment in MMW.
Oldmeldrum/Pitmedden/Udny/Tarves -    Awaiting feedback from Landowners.       This will feed the desire to create an active travel between Inverurie and Ellon.

Active travel route to Denwood from Oldmeldrum 
Awaiting confirmation of meeting date.   
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